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Celebrating the holidays




The day is quickly approaching. 
Mark your calendars because Winter 
Commencement will be at 9 a.m. Dec. 14 
on the Student Union lawn.
In case of inclement weather, the 
commencement will take place in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
“We don’t want to go into the indoor 
contingency plan, ever,” said Martie 
DiGregorio, director of Special Events 
and Presidential Services and chair of 
the Commencement Committee. “But 
with the ultimate objective that we’re 
doing it for the students, we don’t want 
to disappoint.”
 There are 800 candidates for 
graduation with 753 of them declaring 
that they will walk. 
 “The biggest thing is that they were 
the first graduating class of UTB going 
solo,” said DiGregorio, referring to the 
dissolution of the partnership between 
the university and Texas Southmost 
College.
Although there are no longer certificates 
from TSC being presented, the number of 
graduates walking compared to last year 
has only been reduced by about 100. 
Asked what goes into putting 
commencement together, DiGregorio 
replied: “A lot of hard work. We start a 
couple of months before.” 
She also said that a part of graduation 
involves accommodating students with 
disabilities. If students with disabilities 
are graduating, a lift to get them on stage 
must be provided. If an interpreter is 
needed, one will be provided.
“We do a walk-through with everybody 
that helps because it’s key that the people 
that lead the students, the stage party, 
[and] the faculty, know what they’re 
doing,” DiGregorio said.
She said “the key thing for us is to get 
them in place where they’re supposed to 
be.”
Graduation is a choreographed event 
that involves planning on the part of the 
Commencement Committee. 
“I have a background in theater so that 
helps me,” DiGregorio said. “Timing is 
the key to success and that’s what we do.”
The graduating students just need to 
be present and ready.  
“Their work is right now, finish those 
finals, be successful in those finals and 
get to the bookstore and get yourself 
everything that you need. Order your 
gown, order your announcements, 
whatever you need to do. Read the letter 
that we send out to you with instructions 








Three new buildings will be the 
product of the $196 million in Permanent 
University Funds Project South Texas 
received Nov. 20 from the University of 
‘Guaranteed not to bounce’




UT System board of regents Vice 
Chairman Gene Powell and Regent 
Ernest Aliseda accompanied UT System 
Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa to the 
Regional Academic Health Center in 
See CHECK, Page 10
The University of Texas System board of regents Vice Chairman Gene Powell (from left), Regent 
Ernest Aliseda, University of Texas-Pan American President Robert Nelsen, University of Texas 
at Brownsville President Juliet V. García and University of Texas System Chancellor Francisco 
Cigarroa hold the ceremonial check representing $196 million Project South Texas will receive 
to establish a new university and medical school in the Rio Grande Valley. The ceremony was 
held Nov. 20 at the UT Regional Academic Health Center in Harlingen.
See NAME, Page 13
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Friday is deadline 




Friday is the deadline to suggest a name 
for the new university to be created from 
the consolidation of UT-Brownsville and 
UT-Pan American, officials say.
The University of Texas System board 
of regents will conduct a special meeting 
this month to give the public an update 
on the name of the new university, Austin 
Ellington, a public affairs associate for 
the University of Texas System, told The 
Collegian via telephone Nov. 25.
 “Once they have that meeting, we will 
have more clarity on when the name will 
be released,” Ellington said. No new name 
has been suggested, he said.  
“All of them are getting pretty good 
feedback,” Ellington said, referring to the 
names that have been suggested, so far. 
On Nov. 11, the board of regents 
released the top five names on the list:
--The University of Texas for the 
Americas;
--The University of Texas International;
--The University of Texas South;
--The University of Texas Las Americas; 
and
--The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley.
Although the regents will make the 
final decision on the name, it is asking the 
community for feedback and more name 
suggestions. The name will be selected by 
the end of 2013.
Students, staff and faculty have reacted 







The Catholic Campus Ministry will 
host its annual Posada at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 
14 in the Newman Center, located at 1910 
W. University Blvd.
Posadas are popular Mexican 
celebrations that re-enact Joseph and 
Mary’s search for lodging. 
“What we’re going to do is a traditional 
posada,” Aide Chavez, vice president of 
Catholic Campus Ministry said. 
She said that ministry members from 
UT-Brownsville, Texas Southmost 
College and Texas State Technical College 
helped prepare the event and will host it.
“This is our first year doing [la posada] 
in the Newman Center,” Chavez said. 
“This year we decided to do something 
for our members and for anybody that 
wants to come.”
The ministry has been planning the 
event since the beginning of November. 
The event will start with a procession 
while traditional Christmas songs play, 
followed by the breaking of a piñata. 
Traditional Mexican food will be served-
-tamales, pan dulce, such as buñuelos, 
and hot chocolate. There will also be a 
karaoke session of Christmas songs.
Admission is free and open to the 
public.
Student organizations that are 
interested in volunteering at the event 
may e-mail Chavez at aidee_chavez90@
yahoo.com or call the Newman Center at 
541-9697.
Tony Peña /Collegian 
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It all started Feb. 4 of this year, when 
two identical bills were filed in the Texas 
House and Senate seeking the creation of 
a new University of Texas school in the Rio 
Grande Valley.
House Bill 1000 and Senate Bill 24 
would authorize the UT System board of 
regents to abolish UT-Brownsville and 
University of Texas System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa and Texas Southmost College President 
Lily Tercero sign the Letter of Intent July 26 during a ceremony in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Student 
Services Center. The document stipulates land exchanges and leases as UT-Brownsville and 
TSC continue their separation. Also shown (from left) are TSC Trustees Dr. Reynaldo Garcia, Dr. 
Robert Lozano and Adela Garza.
Another year in transition 
Amid separation from TSC, UTB now consolidating with UT-Pan Am
By Marlane Rodriguez 
THE COLLEGIAN
Texas Gov. Rick Perry signs Senate Bill 24, merging the University of Texas at Brownsville and 
the University of Texas-Pan American into a new university and creating the Rio Grande Valley’s 
first medical school, during a ceremony July 16 in the Arts Center. Shown with the governor 
are (from left) state Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (D-McAllen), state Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-San 
Benito), University of Texas System Student Regent Nashe Horne, state Rep. Rene Oliveira 
(D-Brownsville), Regent Ernest Aliseda, state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville), Regent Brenda 
Pejovich, UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García, board of regents Chairman Gene Powell and 
UT-Pan American President Robert Nelsen.
Collegian File Photo Collegian File Photo
See RECAP, Page 10
UT-Brownsville Executive Director of 
Student Engagement Sergio Martinez 
announced his resignation Nov.20 during 
the Student Government Association’s 
meeting.
“Effective Dec. 6, I am going to be 
resigning from UTB,” Martinez said. “I 
have accepted a new position at UTPA. 
I’m going to be the director of the 
Student Union and Residence Life to Pan 
American starting Dec. 9.”
Martinez has been with UTB since 
2004 and has been advising the SGA 
since 2005. Martinez also served in the 
SGA as an undergraduate at UTB. He 
graduated from UTB in 2003.
“It’s been a great semester and I’m 
already missing you guys even though 
I haven’t left, but I wanted to let you 
know because if there’s any things you 
need from me, any last-minute things 
you want me to wrap up as I kind of 
transition out of my department, I want 
to make sure that you feel that I’m still 
there for you and even once I’m over 
there at Pan Am, you know, questions, 
support or anything you need, I’m only a 
phone call away,” he said.
Even though Martinez will be going 
to work at UTPA, he will still reside in 
Brownsville. 
Martinez resigns
Student Engagement chief accepts job at UTPA
By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN
Sergio Martinez, executive director of Student 
Engagement and an adviser to the Student 
Government Association, announces that he 
is resigning Dec. 6 to accept the position of 
Director of Student Union and Residence Life 
at the University of Texas-Pan American in 
Edinburg. Martinez made the announcement 
during the Nov. 20 SGA meeting.
Martha Ortiz/Collegian
“It’s a weird thing because even 
though I’m leaving, we’re kind of coming 
back together shortly,” Martinez said, 
referring to the upcoming consolidation 
of UTB and UTPA.
In other business, the SGA approved 
Resolution 13, which allocates funds 
for the purchase of cups and lemonade 
powder for the next installment of the 
Writer’s Live Series, which was scheduled 
last Thursday.
UT-Pan American and create a university 
with academic campuses in Cameron and 
Hidalgo counties, an academic center in 
Starr County and a medical school.
On March 6, House Bill 1000, which 
was approved unanimously by the House 
Higher Education Committee, went to 
the House Calendars Committee to be 
considered for a hearing date.
On April 2, 257 UT-Brownsville 
employees were notified that they would 
be terminated on Aug. 31, as a result of the 
separation between UT-Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College, a partnership 
that had begun in 1991. 
In August 2012, 89 faculty members 
were told they would be terminated on 
May 31, 2013.
On June 26, the Texas Southmost 
College board of trustees approved a 
motion to move forth in finalizing the 
possible lease, sale, exchange or transfer 
to UT-Brownsville.
On July 10, the University of Texas 
System board of regents approved 
guiding principles that will be used as 
a model for the new university in South 
Texas. 
On July 14, Gov. Rick Perry signed 
Senate Bill 24 into law, merging the 
University of Texas at Brownsville and 
the University of Texas-Pan American 
and creating the Rio Grande Valley’s first 
medical school. 
Perry came to Edinburg and 
Brownsville to ceremonially sign a copy 
of the bill as hundreds of spectators 
observed. 
JOnathan Baldwin /Collegian 
Medical school plans detailed
Dean to be selected in two to three months
By Marlane Rodriguez 
THE COLLEGIAN
Kenneth Shine, M.D., special adviser to University of Texas System Chancellor Francisco 
Cigarroa, addresses an audience of about 70 about the new medical school in the Rio Grande 
Valley, which is set to open its doors in Fall 2016. Shine presented the plans during a speech 
Nov. 20 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
Four candidates are vying for the position 
of dean of the Rio Grande Valley’s planned 
medical school, which will open its doors 
in Fall 2016, a University of Texas System 
official told about 70 people on the UT-
Brownsville campus Nov. 20.
Dozens of faculty, staff and students 
listened as Kenneth Shine, M.D., special 
adviser to UT System Chancellor Francisco 
Cigarroa for the new medical schools in 
the Valley and Austin, spoke about the Rio 
Grande Valley’s first medical school. 
 “We are currently recruiting a dean for 
the new medical school,” Shine said, adding 
that an appointment will be made in two to 
three months. He said the school will follow 
specific requirements. 
“The first was, it would have to be a 
regional school,” he said. “There is no way 
that we can locate a medical school in a 
See MEDICAL, Page 10
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After watching the 
movie “Lincoln,” a 
few words from the 
actor portraying 
our great former 
president caught my 
attention.
According to 
the film, Abraham 
Lincoln wanted 
to get the Emancipation Proclamation 
in writing not only for the millions in 
bondage but also for unborn millions to 
come.
 It made me think of the unborn today 
and how their right to live might be 
threatened. More than 1 million abortions 
are performed a year, according to the 
National Right to Life’s website. 
As a woman, I am not trying to 
encourage taking a woman’s rights away; 
I am saying we need to give babies their 
rights too--foremost, their right to live.
There is no war on women, but there is 
a war on babies in the womb. 
The brain begins to take shape 18 days 
after conception, according to an article 
on the National Right to Life’s website. 
After five weeks, pain receptors appear 
around the mouth. By 18 weeks, pain 




Within 20 weeks--five months--all 
parts with pain receptors, the spinal 
cord, nerve tracts, thalamus and cortex 
are in place. All anatomical links needed 
for pain transmission to the brain, for 
feeling pain, are present. 
Abortion is also the irresponsible 
man’s best friend. He can move from one 
woman to another, impregnating them 
as he goes, with no consequences.
As a follower of Christ, I am not 
condemning or judging any man or 
woman. I believe we are loved and pure 
no matter what. 
My argument is not against women, 
and my argument is not toward any 
political affiliation. 
This is not about politics. This is about 
the baby; this is about life. I understand 
some women are not ready to be mothers, 
but what about adoption? There are 
choices besides abortion.
Everybody makes mistakes, and we 
shouldn’t encourage women to make 
these mistakes again. We need to abort 
abortion altogether, for the sake of 
humanity, for the sake of the beautiful, 
unborn child who never had the chance 
to live. 
Just as some people did not consider 
slaves and Jews as humans during the 
days of slavery and the Holocaust, babies 
in the womb are not considered humans. 
This is a problem. 
Is our generation going to make the 
same mistake by denying people the 
right to live?
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
-- Photos by Michelle Espinoza 
iTHINKWhat are your plans for the holidays? 
Ed Alvarado
UTB biomedical sciences 
sophomore
“I’m planning to 
go to Austin, visit 










cena en mi casa 
y pues estamos 
allí conviviendo 
[y] platicando. 
Me gusta ayudar 
mucho en la cocina ya sea preparar 
algún puré o lo que sea, o ayudar con 
el pavo. Y pues [también]  darnos 
regalos”.
 “I plan to go to 
Austin to visit 
my sister. Also, 
hopefully, see a lot 
of music going on 
downtown ’cause I 
love the nightlife, 
[and] hopefully, see 
one of my favorite 
bands that might be 





“I am going to eat 
a lot, maybe put 
myself in a coma 
from eating so 
much. And, for 
Christmas, I am 
going to spend time 
with my family and 
for New Year’s, I 
am going to pop 
fireworks and then, my boyfriend’s 
family surprised me with a cruise, so 
that’s really awesome of them. I’m going 
to have fun on that. And then, I’m going 
back to studying hard.”
As graduation 
looms on the 
horizon for many 
young scholars, 
their next move 
should be the one 
that shapes the rest 
of their lives. 
Some will go back 
to school in search of enlightenment, 
while others will enrich the work force 
with the knowledge and skills acquired at 
UT-Brownsville. 
Many “experts” claim that a bachelor’s 
degree is the new high school diploma. I 
say nuts to them for encouraging people 
to stay in school, instead of starting their 
lives. 
Graduate school isn’t for everyone 
and people shouldn’t be pushed into 
The next move …
By Alex Rodriguez
COLUMNIST
this venture unwillingly by “experts.” 
That’s like being told by a rich person 
that money isn’t everything while you 
struggle with bills. 
If you’ve made it this far, and you 
are graduating with your bachelor’s or 
have even earned the coveted title of 
Ph.D., I say you’re doing great. These 
accomplishments, no matter how big or 
small, are amazing.  
For the record, I’m not saying graduate 
school is bad. In fact, I will probably 
attend graduate school in the future, but 
for now I am just going to live for today. 
(not YOLO) 
Everyone has a choice in their future, 
even if it means discovering you are an 
alien drawing superpowers from the sun 
and moving to Metropolis. 
While we all can’t be super, the least 
you can do is try your hardest and hope 
you draw a good hand in life.
Its seems like these days our culture 






labor, etc. But what 
are we, as humans, 
trying to do in order 
to better our future?
Certainly, we must 
take baby steps before we start changing 
the world. First, we must be conscious 
of the fact that distractions keep us from 
accomplishing our goals. The biggest 
distraction placed on humanity is the 
monetary system. 
We are a generation of debtors. 
Whether we pay for life insurance, health 
A fix for the ‘Culture in Decline’
By Robert Ruiz
COLUMNIST
care, a mortgage or student loans, we are 
literally slaves to money. Most of us will 
spend the rest of our lives working to pay 
back debt. Some of us will work two jobs. 
Most of us will follow a career path of 
no interest that will ensure our financial 
security. 
Money has also corrupted our minds 
into thinking it is the only way to solve 
our problems, when it really only creates 
more. It creates corporate control that 
feeds the mouths of those in charge. 
International banking cartels, fast-food 
chains, pharmaceutical companies, 
politicians and even religious sectors, to 
name a few.
 Poorer nations, suffering from poverty 
and starvation, survive that way because 
of the fact that money is not abundant 
in their economies. Globally, the rich 
become richer and the poor become 
poorer. 
See COLUMN, Page 13
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1:40 a.m.: An officer was dispatched 
to parking Lot B in regard to multiple 
gun shots being heard in the area of 
Jackson Street. The officer approached 
a man wearing a black jacket and blue 
jeans who matched the description of the 
man Brownsville Police Department was 
looking for. The man was detained and 
handed over to the Brownsville Police 
Department. Brownsville police said they 
had two wounded suspects in custody. 
They also said they would take the man 
into custody for having outstanding 
warrants and to determine if he was 
involved in the incident. 
Nov. 12
9:48 p.m.: A faculty member reported 
that on Nov. 12, he asked a student to 
stop contacting him after she knocked on 
his office door and asked him for a letter 
of recommendation. The faculty member 
asked the student if she had made 
arrangements with University Police to 
enter the building and she replied that 
she did not. The faculty member said 
he was unsure of whether to file charges 
for stalking, but was concerned with the 
behavior. The officer informed the faculty 
member that the student had a current 
criminal trespass warning and would be 
arrested.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Nov. 8 and 14.
After Thanksgiving comes Black 
Friday, Cyber Monday and then 
#GivingTuesday.
#GivingTuesday is a campaign to 
create a national day of giving at the start 
of the holiday season.
“It celebrates and encourages 
charitable activities that support 
nonprofit organizations,” givingtuesday.
org states.
UT-Brownsville is participating in the 
movement.
Starting Tuesday, UTB’s Office of 
University Relations and Student Life will 





Student Health Services will sponsor 
a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
today in Main Building 2.100.  For more 
information, call 882-7643.
Monday Night Physics 
The Department of Physics and 
Astronomy will host its last “Monday 
Night Physics” of the semester at 7 
tonight in the Main Building’s Salón 
Cassia. The presentations will be 
given by an undergraduate, a graduate 
student and a faculty member. For more 
information, e-mail Research Assistant 
Professor Joey Key at jkey@phys.utb.
edu or call 882-6665.
‘Tangible Soul’ Art Show
“The Tangible Soul,” the second 
senior show of the Fall 2013 semester, 
opens with a reception at 6:30 tonight 
in the Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. The 
exhibit includes the works of Carolina 
Mont, Juan Salias and Nailea S. 
Rivas. Admission is $1. The show will 
end Friday.
SPI Christmas Tree Lighting 
Join the City of South Padre Island 
Convention & Visitors Bureau as 
it hosts its annual lighting ceremony at 
6 p.m. Wednesday at City Hall, located 
at 4601 Padre Blvd. Attendees may take 
free photos with Santa. Refreshments 
will be served. All photos will be available 
for download on the city’s Facebook 
page. For more information, call Public 
Information Officer Naida Robles at 
761-8110.
Holiday Tree Lighting 
The Office of Student Life will host the 
eighth annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday on the University 
Library lawn. The lighting of the 20-foot 
tree will be accompanied by performances 
by Mariachi Ocelotetlán,  the Master 
Chorale, UTB Beats and free photos 
with Ozzie Claus. Free tamales, 
champurrado, coffee and cookies will 
be served. Admission is free. For more 
information, call 882-5138 or e-mail 
studentlife@utb.edu.
MSA Information Sessions
The Mathematics and Science 
Academy will present an information 
session from 10 to 11:15 a.m. Saturday 
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The 
MSA allows high school juniors to take 
college courses with free tuition, fees, 
books and a supportive staff to guide 
students. Other sessions will take place 
Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 22 and April 26, 
2013. For more information, call 882-
5742.
Mezzo-soprano Concert 
Nicole Asel, an assistant professor in 
the Music Department, will perform at 
7:30 p.m. Friday in the Texas Southmost 
College Arts Center. Asel teaches applied 
voice, opera and diction. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for UTB and TSC 
students, senior citizens and children. 
For more information, call the Patron 
of the Arts program at 882-7025.
‘From Garbage to Garden’
Healthy Communities of 
Brownsville will host a composting 
workshop titled, “From Garbage to 
Garden,” from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday in 
Regional Academic Health Center S1.320. 
Admission is $20 per family. This event 
is meant to introduce environmentally 
beneficial improvements to the 
community. For more information, 
e-mail Healthy Communities of 
Brownsville at healthycommunities@
utb.edu. 
‘Home for the Holidays’ Concert 
The “Home for the Holidays” concert 
is scheduled at 7:30 p.m. Sunday in the 
Texas Southmost College Arts Center. 
Proceeds will go to the Music Department. 
Box seats are $25; orchestra, $15; and 
balcony, $10. For more information, call 
882-7025.
Piano Concert
Juan Pablo Andrade, a pianist 
and assistant professor in the Music 
Department, will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 9 in the Texas Southmost College 
Arts Center. Admission is $10 for adults 
and $5 for UTB and TSC students, 
senior citizens and children. For more 
information, call at 885-7025.
Garcia Middle School Race
Garcia Middle School, 5701 FM 802, 
will hold its first 1-mile and 5k race 
at 7:45 a.m. Jan. 25 to raise money for 
students. To participate in the race or help 
sponsor it, call Claudia Rosenbaum 
at 640-6666. The deadline to register is 
Jan. 10. Application forms are available 
at Complete Nutrition,  Gold’s Gym 
Express and EBT Crossfit gym. 
 Red Ant Run
Cummings Middle School, 1800 
Cummings Pl., will hold its Red Ant 
Run at 7:45 a.m. Jan. 18. Participants 
may register at Complete Nutrition, 
Gold’s Gym Express or EBT Crossfit. For 
more information, call Edna Martinez at 
346-0062.
Toy Donations Sought
The Office of Global Engagement 
is accepting donations of new toys that 
can be dropped off in Main Building 
1.308. All toys will be given to children in 
Matamoros. For more information, call 
882-7092. 
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
in which people are encouraged to donate 
money to any student organization of 
their choice. The student organization 
with the most donations will win a prize 
of $200. 
University Relations Officer Marisa 
Campirano said #GivingTuesday is to 
remind people about supporting others.
The movement was started by New 
York’s 92nd Street Y. 
According to its website, “a powerful 
list of corporations and nonprofits 
agreed to be founding partners, helping 
spread the word and committing to their 
own #GivingTuesday initiatives.” 
See GIVING, Page 13
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Amanda Sandoval, a sophomore 
biology major with a teaching certification 
for eighth through 12th grades, started 
college as a biomedical sciences major.
Sandoval said that after her first year in 
the program, she felt it was too advanced.
“That program is supposed to get 
you prepared for medical school and 
so the doctors in the program treat you 
like you are a doctor,” she said. “They 
give you terminology; they give you 
case studies and all that. That was a 
little overwhelming for my first year of 
college.”
To change majors, Sandoval visited the 
Academic Advising Center.
“I went to see my adviser and told 
him that I wasn’t comfortable in the 
biomedicine program anymore,” she said. 
“Then I told him what I was interested in 
and he explained to me about my new 
major and new program and that was it.” 
Sandoval is not alone. A 2011 analysis 
by the UT-Brownsville Academic 
Advising Center found that 44 percent 
of graduates had changed their majors at 
least three times and 13 percent changed 
their majors at least five times. 
“That is not unusual,” said Selma 
Yznaga, director of Academic Advising. 
“Colleges across the country are facing 
the same thing, students changing their 
major frequently. We understand we 
have a job to do to help students explore 
… and have lots and lots of opportunities 
to experience different majors without 
losing credits.”
Asked how a student can explore 
different major options before selecting 
a major, Yznaga replied: “We encourage 
all students to come to the Academic 
Advising Center and speak to an 
College 101: Last in a Series
My major sucks, now what?
University has options to help students explore majors
By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR
Junior psychology major Carolina Hernandez does her homework in the Student Union veranda. 
Hernandez entered college as an education major but changed to psychology her sophomore 
year. 
Martha Ortiz/Collegian
adviser, specifically, who can have that 
conversation with the students and take 
them through the career assessment tool 
that we have.”
The career assessment tool shows 
students the salary ranges for different 
professions, working conditions, quality 
of life and quality of work environment 
that they can expect. 
Other resources that might help 
students to choose a major are the Career 
Services Center and the Center for Civic 
Engagement. 
Yznaga said the time to graduate for 
a student who changes majors depends 
on how dramatic the change is and the 
timing of the change. 
“If you change to something that is 
related [to your major], you may be able 
to transfer all of the credits from one 
major to the other,” she said. “It also 
depends how late into your academic 
career you are. As a freshman, you 
probably have been taking your basics 
and you won’t lose too many credits, but 
if you change when you are a junior or 
senior chances are you have accumulated 
some credits that are not going to fit into 
your new major choice.”   
Yznaga said the earlier a student 
chooses a major, the greater the chances 
are that they will have enough financial 
aid to cover their degree expenses, but 
they have room to explore. 
She said financial aid provides students 
money for 150 percent of the hours in any 
degree.
A bachelor’s degree in Texas typically 
totals 120 credit hours, which represents 
100 percent of the hours in the degree, 
Yznaga said. An additional 60 credit 
hours would bring that total up to 180 
hours, which represents 150 percent. 
“So, you have financial or a lifetime 
eligibility for 180 hours,” she said.  
Classes that students drop or fail also 
count in those 180 hours, Yznaga said. 
Junior psychology major Carolina 
Hernandez said she was previously 
majoring in education. 
“I realized I didn’t like it when I took a 
class where we had to observe students 
in elementary school and ... it wasn’t for 
me,” Hernandez said. “At the same time 
I was taking introduction to [psychology] 
and I liked that more.” 
To change her major, Hernandez talked 
to an academic adviser who showed her 
the new degree plan and told her how 
many hours she needed to complete it. 
Hernandez said that changing her 
major has delayed her graduation by a 
year. 
Asked if she was satisfied with the 
major she chose, she replied: “I love 
studying psychology, it’s very interesting. 








Aguayo has been a tutor with the College Assistance Migrant Program, an instructor with the Veterans 
Upward Bound program and a member of the Phi Alpha Theta National Honor Society. She is one of 
three students from the University of Texas System to be selected for the Archer Fellowship program, 
where she served as an intern for Immigration Equality, a nonprofit organization in Washington, D.C. 
She served as a Youth Advisory Board member of Palo Alto National Park and is currently the youth 
coordinator for Proyecto Juan Diego.




Rangel serves as the vice president of Public Relations in the Student Government Association. He has 
worked at the Office of the Provost and the School of Business Dean’s Office. He also serves as the student 
coordinator for Ozzie the mascot. Rangel has been recognized as a Center for Civic Engagement Scholar, 
a recipient of the “Who’s Who among Students in American Universities” and a Student Ambassador for 
the university. 
Goals: Rangel plans to pursue master’s degrees in public affairs and social work at UT-Austin.
Classification: Senior
Major: Health and Human Performance
GPA: 3.42
Hernandez is a member of the Kinesiology Club, a Student Ambassador and a University Scholar and 
has served as an orientation leader. Outside of her academic studies, Hernandez volunteered with 
the San Benito Independent School District, Retama Manor nursing home and the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Marathon fundraiser. Hernandez graduated in 2½ years. 
Goals: Hernandez plans to get certified as a personal training instructor with a specialization in strength 
and conditioning. She also plans to pursue a master’s degree in dietetics and, ultimately, open her own 
gym.
Three students--Miriam Aguayo, 
Pedro Rangel and Scarlett Hernandez--
will receive UT-Brownsville’s Leadership 
Ring during today’s Ring Ceremony, 
scheduled at 5 p.m. in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón.
Heather Olague, director of the 
university’s Student Leadership 
Programs, said 11 students applied for 
the ring.
 “They had to go through an application 
process and demonstrate their leadership 
on campus and the community,” Olague 
said. “They have to have a 2.5 GPA, and 
you can only apply for the leadership ring 
the semester of or the semester before 
you graduate.”
She said all three recipients have been 
active on campus and in the community.
“Pedro [Rangel] is very active on 
campus, being a university ambassador, 
a [University] Scholar and [in the] 
Student Government Association,” 
Olague said. “Scarlet [Hernandez] is a 
University Ambassador as well as was a 
very active orientation leader. “Miriam 
[Aguayo] was an Archer Fellow, active 
with the Center for Civic Engagement 
scholars. She’s now working with 
‘Proyecto Juan Diego.”
Each student leader will be introduced 
by the dean of their respective college or 
school, who will read a brief statement 
about what they have done. 
3 to be recognized as leaders in Ring Ceremony
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
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Name: American Marketing Association
Established: September 2013
Purpose: To build relationships with 
local business owners and help them 
prosper in their target industry; to 
network with industry professionals; 
to be recognized nationally; to expand 
marketing concepts within the Hispanic 
region; to strengthen relationships 
among organizations across campus; 
to develop better public understanding 
and appreciation of marketing problems; 
to study and discuss legislation and 
judicial decisions regarding marketing; 
to record progress in marketing through 
the publication of outstanding papers; 
to encourage and uphold sound, honest 
practices, and to keep marketing 
operations on a high ethical plane; and, 
to promote mutually beneficial relations 
among students, faculty and business 
people.
President: Leslie Barrientos
Vice President: Rhiannon Hobbs
Monica Gudiño/Collegian 
Club Spotlight
Members of the American Marketing Association are (front row, from left) Promotion Director 
Lorenzo Terán, Membership Director Ana Soto, President Leslie Barrientos, Social Media and 
Advertising Director Azalia Martinez, Vice President Rhiannon Hobbs and Finance Director Luis 
Garcia. Back row: Daisy Hernandez, Elizabeth Charles, Eva Ramos, Jessica Ortiz Sierra and 
Gisela Rojas. 
Communications Director: Alex 
Huerta
Finance Director: Luis Garcia
Program Director: Joseph de la Garza
Membership Director: Ana Soto
Promotion Director: Lorenzo Teran
Social Media and Advertising 
Director: Azalia Martinez
Adviser: Assistant Professor Russell 
Adams, chair of the Marketing, 
International Business and 
Entrepreneurship Department
Volunteer activities: Brownsville 
Beer Fest, Latin Jazz Festival, Día de Los 
Muertos at UTB and helping to promote 
the South Texas Stingrays basketball 
team.
Meetings: 5 p.m. every Thursday in the 
Student Union’s Salón Gardenia 
Membership requirements: Must be 
a UTB student in the School of Business.
For more information: e-mail 
amautb@gmail.com
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
The time you invest studying for exams 
and quizzes makes being a college student 
stressful. Sometimes, all students want to 
do  is spend is their free time on napping, 
social media or blogging about cats. 
However, volunteering is something 
every college student should invest 
in during their free time to add to 
their résumé and help give back to the 
community.
Student Life and the Center for Civic 
Engagement brought more than 30 
organizations to campus Nov. 20 for the 
UT-Brownsville Ocelot Volunteer Fair.
“I got direction on how to volunteer at 
the fair,” said sophomore music major 
Daniel Camacho, who is interested in 
volunteering for Sea Turtle Inc. “I plan to 
give back to my community in any way, 
even if it’s assisting a beach cleanup.”
Hundreds of students went from tent to 
tent on the Student Union lawn to learn 
more about volunteer opportunities for 
Giving back




organizations of their interest.
Magaly Rosas, a prenatal and 
breastfeeding instructor at the Infant 
and Family Nutrition Agency, said 45 
students signed up to volunteer for the 
nonprofit organization.
“We feel that it gives them [students] 
a better opportunity to wet their feet in 
nutrition and it will help them as much as 
it helps us,” Rosas said. “It is a very good 
time for students to get engaged within 
our community and know what agencies 
are out there to help the community and 
they can be a part of that help as well by 
signing up to volunteer.”
Other organizations that were present 
were the UT-Pan American Coastal 
Studies Laboratory, Gladys Porter Zoo, 
United Way of Southern Cameron County, 
the Ozanam Center, Sea Turtle Inc., the 
Children’s Museum of Brownsville, Food 
Bank of the RGV, La Posada Providencia, 
YouthBuild, Food Bank of Brownsville, 
United Blood Services, Brownsville 
Wellness Coalition, MADD South Texas, 
Ebony Lake Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, Friends of Isla Blanca, Family 
Crisis Center, South Padre Island Birding 
and Nature Center, Tip of Texas Family 
Outreach, Su Clinica Familiar and CASA 
of Cameron and Willacy Counties.
Jean Pettit, a part-time instructor 
for Sea Turtle Inc., said many students 
were interested in volunteering for the 
organization.
“We’ve had a lot of people interested,” 
Pettit said. “We’ve given them pamphlets 
to look at and told them about the 
volunteer manual on our website.”
About 400 students attended the 
event.
The Lopez High School Lobo Guitar Ensemble performs under the direction of David Kriegel 
during the 15th annual “La Noche de la Guitarra” concert held Nov. 21 in the Texas Southmost 
College Arts Center. The concert supports scholarships, travel to music competitions, 
equipment and supplies for several music programs in the community. 
Tony Peña/Collegian Photos
“La Noche de la Guitarra”
The Hanna High School Emanon Ensemble performs under the direction of Raul Molano 
during the 15th annual “La Noche de la Guitarra” concert held Nov. 21 in the TSC Arts Center.
Sophomore engineering physics-mechanical major Jesus Rivera learns about volunteer 
opportunities from Jean Pettit, a part-time instructor at Sea Turtle Inc., during the Ocelot 
Volunteer Fair.
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all you need to do, because the rest, we’re 
going to lead you.”
DiGregorio urges students to stay 
throughout the ceremony.
“It’s a sign of disrespect when you leave 
your ceremony,” she said. “We know that 
you have celebrations with your family, 
we know that, but it’s very sad when it’s 
the end of the ceremony and there’s like 
GRADUATION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Harlingen to present the check to Project 
South Texas.
State Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa 
(D-McAllen) said the check was 
“guaranteed to not bounce.”
“It was an honor to second [UT System] 
Chairman Powell’s motion,” Aliseda said, 
referring to the motion to allocate the 
money for the creation of a university 
in the Rio Grande Valley through the 
consolidation of UT-Brownsville and 
UT-Pan American. “It’s a greater honor 
to be bringing a check, a symbolic check 
for $196 million to create three new 
buildings, one in UT-Brownsville and 
two in UTPA.”
This is the first time that monies from 
the Permanent University Fund, a public 
endowment that supports the eligible 
institutions of the University of Texas 
and Texas A&M University systems, have 
been allocated to South Texas.
Powell shared how the idea of building 
CHECK
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100 people left, very sad.”
Commencement will last a maximum 
of two hours and there will be about 
4,200 chairs set up for the graduates and 
guests.
“They are filled and you still have 
people standing,” DiGregorio said.
Bleachers will be set up in the verandas 
of the Life and Health Sciences and 
Biology buildings and Student Union to 
accommodate the attendies.
Stephanie Saenz, a 21-year-old senior 
psychology major, is among the students 
graduating in December.
“More than anything, I’m nervous,” 
Saenz said, adding she is planning to 
attend graduate school in New Mexico 
next fall. “If everything goes well, by 
next week I’ll be working at the [Origins 
Recovery] Rehab Center.”
Saenz credits her graduation to her 
parents “for all their love and support.”  
Aleyda Mata, a senior communication 
major, will also be graduating. Mata has 
been working at AT&T part time for six 
years. She will be moving to Austin after 
graduation to continue her work with the 
company and hopes to become a trainer 
for AT&T.
“I’m actually very excited, it’s 
something I’ve always wanted,” Mata 
said. “I’m actually doing this for my 
mom. It’s something my mom wanted 
before she passed away, that’s something 
she always asked of me to get done since I 
was 9 years old. I’m actually really, really 
excited to finally be able to say that I did 
it for her.”
a new university in the Rio Grande Valley 
came about.
“Chancellor Cigarroa called me one 
night at 11:45; we talked for two hours,” 
he told the audience of about 100 people 
gathered in the RAHC. “The idea had 
come up about a new university and 
adding a medical school to it which 
would allow us to get PUF funds. … Quite 
frankly, the chancellor and I couldn’t 
take credit for it. It was actually the office 
of government affairs at the University of 
Texas. Steve Collins, one of our lawyers 
that worked in the parliamentary office 
for years, came up with the idea of a 
brand-new university.”
“So we come forth 13 months. Now, 
think about this, this has been going on 
for years and years and years, but once 
we had the idea, we said, ‘We’re gonna 
get it done,’” Powell said.
On July 14, Gov. Rick Perry signed 
Senate Bill 24 into law, merging the 
University of Texas at Brownsville and 
the University of Texas-Pan American 
and creating the Rio Grande Valley’s first 
medical school. 
On Nov. 14, the UT System board 
of regents approved $72 million for 
UTB—$54 million to build an academic 
building of about 140,000 square feet 
and $18 million to pay for a portion of 
the costs to the UT System associated 
with the acquisition of facilities from 
Texas Southmost College; $70 million 
for a new science building at UT-Pan 
Am; and, $54 million for the South Texas 
Medical Academic Building in Edinburg.
Randy Whittington, a Harlingen 
attorney and former chairman of the 
UTB Development Board, said that 
receiving money from PUF was the result 
of a 25-year struggle.
“This is the combination of 25 years 
of struggling to become part of the 
[Permanent] University Fund and 
its gonna make things like the new 
university possible, things that we’ve 
never been able to even think about in 
the Rio Grande Valley before because we 
didn’t have the resources; now we will,” 
Whittington told The Collegian in an 
interview before the check presentation.
He also said the new university will be 
the second-largest university in the UT 
System.
“And that just means that from here 
on out, we’re gonna be having our fair 
share of the Permanent University Fund; 
[it] means great things for the future,” 
Whittington said.
Students from UTB and UTPA 
attended the event.
UTB sophomore government major 
Brisa Marie Rodriguez said being eligible 
for PUF means great things for the future.
“I think that’s a very great opportunity 
for people in the medical field,” Rodriguez 
said. “I, personally, want to go to law 
school, so maybe later on they might 
want to construct a law school here and 
I think that would be really great, too.”
Marco Salinas, a junior theater 
design major at UTPA, said this was the 
jumpstart to many new buildings for 
UTB, UTPA and the new medical school.
“We’re gonna be one big, happy family 
and I’m so excited for that,” Salinas said.
MEDICAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
On July 26, Texas Southmost College 
and University of Texas System officials 
signed a non-binding letter of intent 
regarding the exchange of land and lease 
improvements for the separation of both 
campuses.
On Aug. 26, UT-Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College began offering 
separate classes, although the dissolution 
of the 22-year partnership does not 
become official until 2015. 
Ozzie, the name of UTB’s new mascot, 
RECAP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
was unveiled before more than 1,000 
students during Orange Crush, held Aug. 
30. 
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. 
García explained the guiding principles 
in an interview with The Collegian on 
Sept. 16.
 “Really, what the guiding principles 
are saying to us is, we want you to be 
at the cutting edge always of innovative 
technology, including blended 
education,” García said. 
On Nov. 11, the board of regents 
released the top five names for the new 
university suggested by the UTB and 
UTPA campuses and the community: the 
University of Texas for the Americas, the 
University of Texas International, the 
University of Texas South, the University 
of Texas Las Americas and the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
On Nov. 14, the regents approved a 
$196 million allocation of Permanent 
University Funds for the UT South Texas 
Project, which will consolidate UT-
Brownsville and UT-Pan American and 
create a medical school.  
On Nov. 20, Kenneth Shine, M.D., 
special adviser to UT System Chancellor 
Francisco Cigarroa for the new medical 
schools in the Valley and Austin, spoke 
about the Rio Grande Valley’s first 
medical school, which will be a regional, 
community-based institution. 
Four candidates are vying for the 
position of dean, which will open its 
doors in Fall 2016 and the new university 
will open in Fall 2015. 
Students already enrolled at UTB and 
UTPA will be automatically admitted 
into the new university, and transcripts 
and course credits will be transitioned 
appropriately, officials say.
MAJOR
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in my area of study.”
Sandoval, the biology major, won’t 
start classes in her new major until next 
semester, but said she feels satisfied to 
have changed it.
“I have been a swim instructor for three 
years now and I have always enjoyed 
seeing the kids’ progress when they do a 
new skill,” she said. “I figured, ‘Why not 
try doing that in college instead?’”
Yznaga said that by Fall 2014, the 
university will stop asking students 
to declare a major when they apply to 
prevent frequent changes in majors. 
“I think that for us that has been a major 
problem, asking students to identify a 
major before they have any chance to 
take any classes or walk around campus 
… and see what different colleges look 
like,” she said. “Just allowing students to 
delay the declaration is one thing that is 
going to help.”
single location, in the Lower Valley, and 
have a comprehensive medical school.”
The school, the creation of which the 
Texas Legislature authorized and was 
signed into law by Gov. Rick Perry on 
July 14, will also have one standard of 
comprehensive activities and a research 
component.
“We need it to have an adequate number 
of residency programs here,” Shine said. If 
the school wants to be accredited, residency 
programs are necessary. He said there are 
148 commitments for residency positions.
“The fourth requirement is that we would 
not take resources away from existing 
institutions,” he said, adding there has 
to be new money available for that. The 
medical school will be an integral part of 
the new university, which was also created 
by Senate Bill 24, and be a community-
based institution, Shine said.
“By community-based we mean that the 
experiences of the student should begin 
from the first day of school to involve 
patients and involve community,” he said.  
The school will include a public health 
tract. 
“We anticipate that there will be 
important programs involving a number of 
the health professional schools, including 
the school of nursing,” Shine said. 
For accreditation purposes, Edinburg 
and Harlingen will each have a dean’s office 
so that students will have the opportunity 
to interact with the dean in both locations. 
Edinburg will also have a student lounge 
that will be open around the clock seven 
days a week for students to learn at any 
time, and have a department for core 
education, Shine said.
Clinical experiences will be spread across 
the Rio Grande Valley.
“We anticipate that there will be a 
significant part of education taking place in 
Harlingen,” Shine said. 
Shine, a cardiologist and physiologist, 
is the former executive vice chancellor for 
Health Affairs for the UT System. He served 
as interim chancellor of the system before 
Cigarroa was appointed to the position. 
Before joining the UT System, Shine was 
dean of the University of California at Los 
Angeles’ School of Medicine. 
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. 
García said the new medical school 
“represents the brightest hopes that we 
have for our region.” 
García acknowledged groups in the 
audience, including students in the 
biomedical and A-Prime TIME programs.  
Under the A-Prime TIME 
(Transformation in Medical Education) 
program, students can obtain a degree in 
biomedical sciences from UT-Brownsville 
and a medical degree from the University 
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston or 
the University of Texas Medical School at 
Houston in just six years, according to the 
UTB website.
“The idea is to shave a year off of medical 
school,” García said. 
Pedro Garza, among the students in 
A-Prime TIME, said the program gives him 
the opportunity to start learning about the 
medical field.
“I’m pursuing a degree in medicine, [I] 
hope to become a physician … hopefully, 
specializing in surgery,” Garza told the 
audience.
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UTB feline 





Eva Granja of Harlingen admires Ricardo Flores’ “Portrait of My Wife” during the opening reception for “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly” in the 
Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. The senior art show also featured the work of Donald Moore and Gus Rodriguez.
With a mixture of paintings, drawings 
and sculptures, the exhibit “The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly” opened Nov. 18 in the 
Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. 
The first senior art show of the Fall 2013 
semester contained the works of artists 
Ricardo Flores, Gus Rodriguez and Don 
Moore.
Moore’s works consisted of paintings 
and drawings.
His paintings, one of them being a 
buffalo nickel on a red background, 
capture attention with their large size and 
colorfulness.
Asked what inspired his artwork, 
Moore replied, “What really inspires a lot 
of my artwork is movies that I like, older 
Western movies.”  
“It’s interesting to see different varieties 
of … not just 2D artwork, there are also 
sculptures going on,” said Nailea Rivas, 
a senior art education major. “It’s very 
different to observe … techniques as well 
as how [the artists] present themselves 
and their artwork.” 
Moore’s paintings caught the eye of 
audience. The surrealistic and futuristic 
art pieces of Gus Rodriguez and Ricardo 
Flores were the talk of the night.
“I really like the future and I really 
like ‘Star Wars,’” Rodriguez said, talking 
about his piece that reassembled the R2-
D2 character that appears in the movies.
Ricardo Flores’ pieces had a surrealistic 
twist that left the audience pondering. 
Most of his pieces contain faceless people 
with different patterned backgrounds. 
The show ended Nov.22.
‘The good, the bad and the ugly’





Members of the first UT-Brownsville Cheer Squad include (front row, from left) Sarah McKinlay,  Klarissa Jo 
Molina (captain), Nathalie Serrano (captain) and Cynthia Dominique Porter.  Middle row: Daniela Martinez, 
Araceli Puente, Jasmin Montes, Penelope Rivas, Cat Lira, Marlen Maldonado, Hannah Yunker and Isaa 




Energetic, organized, talented and 
passionate about dance is how Jennifer 
McGehee-Valdez, adviser to UTB Feline 
Dancers, describes the team.
UT-Brownsville Feline Dancers 
President Jacqueline Sanchez said the 
team was formed because of the lack of 
dance courses at UTB. 
The group’s goal is to have the 
university offer dance classes to 
students. 
Tryouts will be held in late December 
and they will be looking for about 10 to 
15 dancers for the spring semester.
The team is looking for students who 
have good grades, can serve as role 
models, perform community service, be 
team players and promote UTB spirit. 
“[School spirit] is something the 
school is lacking,” Sanchez said. 
The team would eventually like to 
enter competitions and conduct dance 
workshops for the community. 
Currently, the team is preparing for a 
performance Dec. 16 for Proyecto Juan 
Diego, a program in Cameron Park 
whose mission is to care for and improve 
the education and formation of social 
and health services for families. 
The dance team will perform 
for families during the pastorela.  
Pastorelas are plays once used to 
teach people the stories of Jesus and 
Christianity.  
Preparing for the event will also give 
the dance team practice for the tryouts 
to be held later this month.
Eventually, the dance team would like 
to hire a choreographer to teach them 
technique and contemporary ballet, jazz 
and hip-hop styles.
For any inquiries, contact the dance 
team through its Facebook page, UTB 
Feline Dancers.   
Freshman kinesiology major Cynthia Padilla, 
of the UT-Brownsville Feline Dancers, 
practices Nov. 20 in the Garza Gym. Also 
shown are freshman finance major and club 
president Jacqueline Sanchez (left) and 
freshman bilingual education major Janette 
Loera.
Courtesy Photo
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The Brownsville City Commission has 
awarded a contract for the demolition of 
nine dilapidated structures to a company 
in Mission.
On Nov. 5, the commission tabled 
the item so that city administrators 
could find out if the city can use a local 
company  instead of MR Construction 
and Demolition of Mission, which was 
the lowest bidder at $85,110. 
“I am still a little uneasy about 
not being able to bid to or give the 
bid to a local business given that we 
have three local companies of the five 
[bidding contracting firms],” District 3 
Commissioner Deborah Portillo said.
City Manager Charlie Cabler told the 
commission that the “nine homes that 
we’re trying to demolish are considered 
unsightly locations, locations that people 
have concerns about.” 
Cabler also told the commission the 
demolition is being paid for by federal 
community block grant funds and advised 
that the decision to award the contract 
should be made quickly because of the 
federal funds that are being utilized.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo 
Longoria asked Grant Director Stephanie 
Reyes if the commission decides to invoke 
a local preference, will the city not meet 
the regulations of the U.S. Department 
Housing and Urban Development?
“We may be non-compliant,” Reyes 
Demolition contract awarded
City Commission OKs Mission firm for project
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN
said. “In addition to that, the biggest 
concern that I have is that this project 
has been significantly delayed.”
District 2 Commissioner Jessica 
Tetreau-Kalifa asked Reyes what would 
happen to the federal funds if the 
commission awards the contract to a 
local company.
“Well, nothing would happen to the 
funds,” Reyes said. “If HUD were to come 
in and issue a fine, then we would have to 
pay these fines.” 
Reyes also informed the commission 
that a complaint has already been made 
to HUD so they are aware of the situation.
“Like [Reyes] said, this is 2012 dollars. 
… I don’t want to have another red flag 
with HUD and I don’t want to have to 
cost the taxpayers of this city another 
$85,000 to $90,000,” Longoria said.
Rick Cardenas, president of Cubco 
Construction in Brownsville and the 
second lowest bidder at $86,000, was 
not allowed to address the commission 
because the contract was not a public 
hearing item.
“Normally, we could go with a local 
preference, both [MR Construction and 
Demolition and Cubco Construction] 
are minority-owned, the lowest bidder 
is a woman-owned business,” District 4 
Commissioner John Villarreal said. “My 
biggest concern is our standing with 
HUD.  We’re trying very hard to get back 
into good standing.”
Commissioners Longoria, Villarreal, 
and At-Large “B” Rose Gowen voted in 
favor of awarding the contract to MR 
Construction and Demolition. Portillo 
cast a nay vote and Tetreau-Kalifa 
abstained. 
Longoria confronted Portillo: “You do 
know what this does?” 
Reyes said: “If we fall behind, we risk 
the exact same thing that we did this 
past July and losing all funds above the 
expenditure ratio. We’ve gone through 
this two times in a row, and we told 
HUD, Washington, to their faces that we 
will not allow this to happen again.”
Being concerned with the city’s 
reputation with HUD, Portillo then 
changed her vote.
In other business, the commission 
approved the appointment of Mary 
Helen Flores to the Brownsville Citizens 
Advisory Committee.
Michelle espinoza/Collegian 
Grant Director Stephanie Reyes, City Manager Charlie Cabler and Cubco Construction President 
Rick Cardenas discuss the action item to resolve whether to award the demolition contract to MR 
Construction and Demolition of Mission or Cubco Construction of Brownsville.




on the city’s 
a n n u a l 
S i d e w a l k 
Santa Parade 
said its last 





York said the 
parade and 
its Sidewalk 










donors, to raise funds for its Hope and 
Hearth food voucher program.
“It was just not the most effective way 
to raise money,” vice president Rachel 
Weinstein said said Nov. 25.
The parade traditionally took place 
the Friday after Thanksgiving, with the 
Santa-costumed participants marching 
up Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue. The 
program also had Santas staff locations 
on city streets to try to get donations 
Ho, Ho, No! NYC Santa Claus 
parade comes to an end
By Deepti Hajela 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
from people passing by their locations. 
The organization has had a Sidewalk 
Santa program since the early part of the 
20th century.





b e c o m e 
increasingly 
d i f f i c u l t , 
W e i n s t e i n 
said, and the 
r e s o u r c e s 
used on the 
p r o g r a m 
didn’t bring 
enough of a 
return.
“We know 
we have to 
do as much 







it over the past year, the organization 
decided it was time to call a halt to the 
program, Weinstein said.
The group is trying to expand the 
food voucher program, which gives 
homeless and limited-income families 
food vouchers that can be used in grocery 
stores, she said.
“We’re going to be able to give more 
people more food vouchers than we ever 
have this year,” she said.
LOCAL/NATION
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Campirano said, “The main goal of 
#GivingTuesday is for UTB [students, 
faculty and staff] to give back to UTB. 
Some people do volunteering that day, 
some people do canned food drives; you 
can choose whatever you want.”
The goal of celebrating #GivingTuesday 
at UTB is to motivate 100 community 
members to participate by donating to 
any student organization, scholarship, 
program or college of their choice.
Student organization participation will 
be based on the number of people that 
donate, not the amount donated.
“You could give us $5 and you’re 
still participating and that gift can go 
NAMES
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anywhere that you would like it to go,” 
Campirano said. “Someone could give 
specifically just to music, just to Kids 
Voting, athletics; you decide what it is 
that you want to support.” 
The #GivingTuesday movement will 
consist of an e-mail and social media 
campaign and a table set up in the Main 
Building’s courtyard to help people 
register and make donations from 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday. 
“There will be giveaways and laptops 
set up for anybody: students, faculty and 
staff,” Campirano said.
For more information on how to 
donate or participate in #GivingTueday, 
visit www.utb.edu/gt, call Campirano 
at 882-4337 or e-mail her at marisa.
campirano@utb.edu. 
Stephanie Carrion, a Christian 
missionary for the student organization 
Destino, believes “The University of 
Texas Las Americas” is the best fit.
“I don’t like any of them, but if I had 
to choose, I would probably pick ‘The 
University of Texas Las Americas’ just 
because it embraces the culture of the 
Mexican-Hispanic-Latino culture of 
here,” Carrion said. “So, I think that 
one would best represent the entire Rio 
Grande Valley, from Brownsville all the 
way to Rio Grande City.”
Her least favorite is “The University 
of Texas International” because “we are 
not international,” Carrion said. “I mean, 
yes, we’re very close to the border of 
Mexico but to me ‘international’ means 
the whole world.”
Carlos Perez, a senior multidisciplinary 
studies major, likes “The University 
of Texas Las Americas” because, like 
Carrion, he believes it fits the culture.
“I would choose the ‘University of Texas 
Las Americas’ because we’re basically in 
the middle of the Western Hemisphere,” 
Perez told The Collegian. “So, basically, it 
would fit because it’s like South America, 
Central America and North America and 
as [UT System] Chancellor [Francisco 
Cigarroa] said, ‘It’s just the name that fits 
our border region.’”
“The University of Texas International” 
is his least favorite because there is 
already a school on the border with a 
similar name, Texas A&M International 
University-Laredo.
“Basically, if you have two campuses 
on the border that are named like that, 
you’ve just got to come up with a more 
original name,” Perez said.
UTB Communication Professor Louis 
Falk made a few suggestions of his own.
“I would think something like ‘The 
University of Texas Gulf Coast,’ I like 
that,” Falk said. “And that could even 
go farther and we could have like the 
Hurricanes or the Typhoons as our 
mascot.”
Of the five top names suggested, he 
said he preferred UTRGV because it’s 
consistent with what other UT System 
universities are named.
However, Falk said that one of the 
names on the list does not fit the identity 
of the culture.
“I think ‘Texas South’ doesn’t say 
anything, doesn’t give us any indication 
of anything--the area, the culture, 
nothing, south,” he said. 
Instructions for submitting your 
suggestion to the board of regents are 
posted on the UT System Project South 
Texas website, www.projectsouthtexas.
com.
 “Selecting a name will be one of the 
most important decisions we will make 
about the new university, and we don’t 
want to do it without first hearing from 
the people of South Texas,” board of 
regents Chairman Paul Foster said in the 
Nov. 11 news release.
There are four ways to submit 
comments and names: “Like” the UT 
System Facebook page and comment 
on the proposed names that are 
posted, Tweet @UTSystem using 
#ProjectSouthTX, send an e-mail to 
ProjectSouthTX@utsystem.edu or call 
(512) 499-4473.
A video also has been posted on the UT 
System website, which talks about the 
history of UT-Brownsville and UT-Pan 
American.
The new university’s logo and school 
colors will be determined by the new 
president with input from students and 
the community. The new president will 
be appointed next spring.
A national search for the president and 
medical school dean is under way and the 
new university is expected to enroll its 
first class in Fall 2015, the news release 
stated.
--Reporter Marlane Rodriguez 
contributed to this report.
WWW.UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
So what can we do to solve this 
dilemma? We need to think outside the 
box. 
My proposition to you is that we get 
rid of the monetary system that rules the 
world. Impossible, you say? Did they call 
Aristotle crazy and prosecute him for his 
theories about a round earth? Of course, 
but that doesn’t mean it wasn’t true or 
possible. Ideas are social evolution. 
These ideas are based on the views 
presented by filmmaker and social 
activist Peter Joseph. He wrote and 
directed three documentaries, gaining 
attention and creating the Zeitgeist 
Movement. 
The movement describes itself as a 
sustainability advocacy group based 
on the belief that the monetary-market 
economy can be replaced with a system 
to “base all decisions initially on 
resources and learning to maximize their 
efficiency.”  
The Zeitgeist Movement’s beliefs state 
that the current socioeconomic system 
is structurally corrupt and needs to be 
replaced with a system based on efficient 
and careful use of resources through the 
technological potential of sustainable 
development.   
To further educate the public, Joseph 
created his 30-minute, bimonthly 
YouTube series, “A Culture in Decline.” 
There, he addresses the current problems 
we endure and proposes possible 
solutions based on statistics and science. 
As an advocate of this movement 
and a citizen of Earth, I encourage you 
to consider these ideas and decide for 
yourself what kind of future you wish 
to see. Only together, as a human race, 
can we accomplish and overcome the 
problems that plague our generation. It 
is our job to spread these ideas before it’s 
too late. 
For more information on the Zeitgeist 
Movement, visit Joseph’s YouTube 
channel via the “Culture in Decline” 
Official Channel. 
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No me gusta mi carrera 
¿y ahora qué?
La universidad tiene opciones para ayudar a estudiantes explorar carreras
      Visítanos en nuestro sitio web 
                               www.utbcollegian.com
                                                                                                                                                              para leer más noticias. 
Por Juan Esteve
Las eliminatorias para la Copa del 
Mundo de fútbol han concluido y 
quedaron listos los 32 participantes en 
todas las confederaciones. Entre el 19 
y 20 de noviembre,  se completaron los 
participantes para la justa mundialista 
del próximo verano.
El equipo de México, se convirtió 
en el invitado No. 31 al mundial el 
20 de noviembre tras cerrar su juego 
de vuelta en la capital neozelandesa 
Wellington. El marcador final de ese 
partido fue 4-2, en favor de los aztecas 
para poner un marcador global de 9-3.
A pesar de que el equipo de Nueva 
Zelanda no fue un rival a la altura 
del cuadro mexicano los verdes 
demostraron más compromiso en la 
cancha y un  mejor juego de equipo 
para pasar esta eliminatoria. 
En otras eliminatorias mundialistas 
en el repechaje de la UEFA: Europa, se 
calificaron las selecciones de Francia al 
vencer 3-0 en la vuelta a Ucrania (3-2 
global). Portugal dobló a Suecia por 
marcador de 3-2 en la vuelta con una 
espectacular actuación de CR7, quien 
marcó un triplete. El global fue de 4-2.
En otros encuentros Croacia venció 
2-0 a Islandia en el juego de vuelta 
y con el mismo global también se 
avanzó en Brasil 2014. Otro equipo 
europeo que avanzó fue Grecia, quien 
empató en la vuelta a un gol contra 
Rumania pero ganó 3-1, en el juego de 
ida en Atenas. 
No hubo sorpresas en el repechaje  y 
como era de esperarse un gran jugador 
de fútbol se quedó fuera el sueco, 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic. Otro equipo 
clasificado por el continente americano 
fue Uruguay, quien venció fácil a 
Jordania, en el juego de ida Uruguay 
ganó 5-0. La vuelta se disputó el 20 de 
noviembre en el estadio Centenario de 
Montevideo.
En el continente africano calificaron 
Ghana, Nigeria, Costa de Marfil y 
Argelia, quienes completan la lista de 
los 32 equipos que estarán el próximo 
verano en Brasil disputando el trofeo 
de la Copa Mundial.
--Juan Esteve es estudiante de 
segundo año en UT-Brownsville.
Acción 
Deportiva
Listos los participantes 
de la Copa del Mundo 
Brasil 2014
Amanda Sandoval, estudiante de 
segundo año de biología con certificado 
en enseñanza de octavo grado a doceavo 
grado, empezó la universidad como 
estudiante de ciencias de biomedicina.
Sandoval dijo que después de su primer 
año, sintió que el programa estaba muy 
avanzado.
“Ese programa te prepara para la 
escuela de medicina y los doctores en 
el programa te tratan como si fueras un 
doctor”, ella dijo. “Te dan terminología; 
te dan casos de estudio y todo eso. Eso 
fue un poco abrumador para mi primer 
año de universidad.”
Para cambiar de especialidad, Sandoval 
visitó el centro de asesoramiento.
“Fui a ver a mi asesor  y le dije que ya 
no estaba cómoda con el programa de 
biomedicina”, ella dijo. “Después le dije 
en lo que estaba interesada y me explicó 
sobre mi nueva especialidad y eso fue 
todo”. 
Sandoval  no es la única. Un análisis 
hecho en el 2011 por el centro de 
Asesoramiento Académico de UT-
Brownsville encontró que 44 por ciento 
de estudiantes graduados cambiaron 
sus carreras por lo menos tres veces y 13 
por ciento cambiaron su carrera por lo 
menos cinco veces. 
“Esto no es fuera de lo común,” 
dijo Selma Yznaga, directora del 
centro de Asesoramiento Académico. 
“Universidades a lo largo del país están 
enfrentando lo mismo, los estudiantes 
están cambiando sus carreras con mayor 
frecuencia. Entendemos que tenemos 
un trabajo que hacer para ayudar a 
estos estudiantes a explorar… y que 
tengan muchas oportunidades para 
experimentar diferentes carreras sin 
perder créditos”.
Cuando se le preguntó cómo un 
estudiante puede explorar diferentes 
carreras antes de hacer una elección, 
Yznaga contestó: “Alentamos a todos 
los estudiantes a que vengan al centro 
de Asesoramiento Académico y hablen 
con un asesor, específicamente, con los 
cuales puedan tener esa conversación 
y los lleven a través del instrumento de 
evaluación de carreras que tenemos”.
El instrumento de evaluación de 
carreras les enseña a los estudiantes los 
salarios entre diferentes profesiones, 
condiciones de trabajo, calidad de vida y 
de trabajo que pueden esperar. 
Yznaga dijo que después de cambiarse 
de carrera, la fecha de graduación para 
un estudiante depende de cuando se hace 
el cambio y cuan drástico es. 
“Si  te cambias a algo relacionado 
[con tu especialización], puede ser que 
te revaliden todos tus créditos de una 
carrera a otra”, ella dijo. “También 
depende de qué tan avanzado estés en tu 
carrera académica. Como un estudiante 
de primer año, probablemente has 
estado tomando tus clases básicas y no 
perderás muchos créditos, pero si te 
cambias cuando eres un estudiante de 
tercer o cuarto año, la posibilidad es de 
que ya hayas acumulado algunos créditos 
que no van con tu nueva carrera”.      
Yznaga dijo que entre más pronto se 
cambie un estudiante de carrera, mejores 
son las posibilidades de que el estudiante 
tenga suficiente ayuda financiera para 
cubrir los gastos de la carrera, pero como 
quiera hay campo para explorar. 
Ella dijo que la ayuda financiera les 
provee a los estudiantes dinero suficiente 
para 150 por ciento de las horas en 
cualquier carrera.
En Texas una licenciatura equivale a 
un total de 120 horas de créditos, lo cual 
representa 100 por ciento de las horas en 
la carrera, Yznaga dijo. Un adicional de 
60 créditos por hora sería un total de 180 
horas, lo cual representa 150 por ciento. 
“Entonces, tienes ayuda financiera 
o una elegibilidad de por vida de 180 
horas”, ella dijo.  
Las clases que los estudiantes anulen 
o reprueben también cuentan en las 180 
horas, Yznaga dijo. 
Estudiante de tercer año de psicología 
Carolina Hernandez dijo que en su 
primer año estaba estudiando educación. 
“Me di cuenta de que no me gustó 
cuando tomé una clase en la que 
teníamos que observar estudiantes de 
primaria… no fue para mí”, Hernandez 
dijo. “Al mismo tiempo estuve tomando 
una clase de introducción a [psicología] y 
me gustó más”. 
Para cambiar su carrera, Hernandez 
habló con un asesor académico quien le 
enseño su nuevo plan de estudios y le dijo 
cuántas horas requeriría. 
Hernandez dijo que el cambiar 
su carrera ha atrasado su fecha de 
graduación por un año. 
Cuando se le preguntó si estaba 
satisfecha con la carrera que eligió, 
ella respondió: “Me encanta estudiar 
psicología, es muy interesante. No puedo 
esperar para graduarme y empezar a 
trabajar en mi área de especialización”.
Sandoval, la estudiante de biología, no 
empezará clases de su carrera hasta el 
próximo semestre, pero dijo que se siente 
satisfecha de haberse cambiado.
“He sido una instructora de natación 
los últimos tres años y siempre he 
disfrutado ver el progreso de los niños 
cuando aprenden una habilidad nueva”, 
ella dijo. ¿“Por qué no hacer eso en la 
universidad”? 
Yznaga dijo que para el otoño del 2014, 
UTB dejará de pedirles a los estudiantes 
que declaren una carrera cuando 
sometan una solicitud a la universidad 
para prevenir frecuentes cambios de 
carrera. 
“Creo que para nosotros eso ha sido 
un gran problema el preguntarle a los 
estudiantes que declaren una carrera 
antes de que tengan la oportunidad 
de tomar clases… y ver las diferentes 
facultades”, ella dijo. “Tan sólo dejar que 
los estudiantes retrasen su declaración es 
una cosa que los ayudará”.
Martha Ortiz/Collegian
Estudiante de segundo año Amanda Sandoval hace su tarea en la veranda de la Unión 
Estudiantil. Sandoval entró a la universidad como una estudiante de ciencia de biomedicina 
pero cambió a biología este semestre.
Colegio 101: Último en la serie
Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL
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The UT-Brownsville Men’s and Women’s 
Soccer teams did not earn spots in the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics national championships. 
The men’s season came to an end in a 
1-0 loss Nov. 9 against the University of St. 
Thomas-Houston Celts in the final match 
of the Red River Athletic Conference 
Tournament.
“We had a great season,” UTB Men’s 
Soccer Coach Dan Balaguero said. “We 
went 13-3-2, which is extremely difficult 
to do. I was happy with the season but 
disappointed we didn’t win conference. It 
came down to one game where we didn’t 
Five UT-Brownsville Women’s Soccer 
Team seniors have ended their careers in 
the Red River Athletic Conference.
The Ocelots finished their season 11-3 
(5-1) under Interim Head Coach Juan 
de Dios Garcia, who took over after the 
departure of former head coach Nik 
Barjaktarevic. The team had a first-
round bye and a No. 2 seed in the RRAC 
Tournament. 
After defeating Huston-Tillotson 
University 8-0 in the RRAC semifinals 
Nov. 8, the Ocelots were defeated 2-1 Nov. 
9 by the Our Lady of the Lake University 
Saints.
Midfielders Isadora Freitas, Nelleke 
Smits, Jessica Santacruz and defenders 
Melissa Moreno and Lorena Cardona 
were the seniors on this year’s team.
“I came here with a purpose to help 
my team to win,” said Freitas, of Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil. “I really like the 
program over here and my teammates, 
coaches and staff. It was a pretty good 
four years, it was a good experience. Now 
I’m looking forward for the next step.” 
Freitas scored 16 of her 41 career goals 
this season and had 25 assists in 72 games 
played.
Moreno, of Harlingen, is also in the 
final year of her college career. 
“The atmosphere is really good,” she 
said. “It’s been really fun. I had a really 
good time and it’s been a good run.”
Cardona played two years at UTB after 
transferring from Gateway Community 
College in Arizona. In her 23 games, she 
scored five goals.
“It was fun,” Cardona, of Gilbert, 
Ariz., said via telephone. “It was a really 
good experience. I really enjoyed my 
teammates.” 
Smits, transferred from Western Texas 
Community College.
“I enjoyed both years,” said Smits, of 
Houten, Netherlands. “I liked it because 
it’s a nice group of girls from different 
countries. It was really nice to play with 
them.” 
Smits played 37 games in her two years 
at UTB, scoring 29 goals.
Santacruz played 34 games in her two 
years at UTB, after transferring from 
Friends University in Kansas.
“This team is like family,” said 
Santacruz, of Asuncion, Paraguay. “I’m 
away from my family, so I feel that this girl 
[referring to a teammate] is like my sister 
and my coach is like my father.” 
Garcia was an assistant coach under 
Barjaktarevic for six seasons. He 
The No. 1-ranked UT-Brownsville 
Volleyball Team continues its quest for a 
second national title in three years starting 
Tuesday in Sioux City, Iowa.
UTB received a first-round bye in the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Championship Tournament. 
The volleyball team will compete in Pool 
A, facing off against Iowa’s Briar Cliff 
University at 1 p.m. Tuesday.  At 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, the Ocelots go up against 
California’s Westmont College. The Ocelots 
will then face Missouri’s Columbia College 
at 3:15 p.m. Thursday afternoon. 
The games will be streamed live and may 
be watched in the clubhouse of the Casa 
Bella student housing complex.
If UTB advances past the pool play, the 
team will move on to the single-elimination 
quarterfinals portion of the tournament on 
Friday. The semifinal and championship 
games will be played Saturday.
“It’s been a long couple weeks since 
we’ve played,” Athletics Director and 
Head Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery said 
in an interview Nov. 21. “It’s just hard to 
get through those two or three weeks of 
no practice with no matches. The girls are 
starting to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. We’ve had three really good days 
this week and we’re just excited to get up 
there and see what we could do.”
The UTB Ocelots won the Red River 
Athletic Conference Tournament for the 
fifth consecutive season to earn a spot in 
the national tournament. 
Schools competing in the tournament 
include defending champions No. 
2 Concordia University, No. 3 Biola 
University and 2012 runner-up No. 11 
Columbia College. 
Soccer teams miss nationals
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR
Wrapping up their careers
5 women soccer players speak about time at UTB
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR





was named interim head coach after 
Barjaktarevic took a job as the first 
women’s soccer coach at the University of 
St. Thomas-Houston.
“They were true leaders,” Garcia said. 
“They really played their hearts out in 
every game. They were role models on and 
off the field.”
UTB won back-to-back RRAC 
Tournaments (2011,2012) and a spot in 
the Elite 8 in the 2012 NAIA National 
Championship Tournament. 
UT-Brownsville midfielders Jessica Santacruz (left) and Isadora Freitas pose for a photo Nov. 19 
on the Student Union lawn.
Michelle espinoza/ Collegian 
UT-Brownsville middle blocker Vanja Joksic 
spikes the ball during a practice held before 
the Lady Ocelots travel to Sioux City, Iowa, for 
the NAIA National Championship Tournament.
aManda arredondo/Collegian
play well.”
The Celts avenged their loss earlier in 
the season after losing at home to the 
Ocelots 1-0 Nov. 26. They advanced to the 
RRAC Tournament finals with a 2-1 victory 
against the Texas College Steers in double 
overtime. 
The men finished 13-3-2 (5-1-1) for the 
season in Balaguero’s seventh year as head 
The UT-Brownsville Men’s Cross 
Country Team finished the season in 
Lawrence, Kan., Nov. 23, finishing 
the NAIA National Cross Country 
Championship 31st out of 32 teams in 
the first appearance in the program’s 
inaugural season.
“I do not feel we ran well on the day,” 
Cross Country Coach Dan Balaguero 
said via text message on Nov. 25. “The 
temperatures and hills made things 
extremely difficult simply because we are 
not used to them. Great first season, and 
very proud of what both teams achieved 
this fall.”
Temperatures were in the high teens 
on the morning of the event.
Ocelot David Guillen, who posted 
the best overall time in six consecutive 
meets, placed 69th overall in the national 
competition, clocking in at 25:38.44 in 
the 8K race.
The Oklahoma City University Men’s 
Cross Country team finished at the top 
to earn the first national title in school 
history. Eric Avila of Southern Oregon 




University was at the top of the individual 
leaderboard with a time of 24:02.45.
UTB sent four women to Kansas. 
Vanessa Garcia led UTB, placing 134th 
out of 319 runners competing in the 5K 
race, with a time of 19:28.88.
Ocelots run in unusual conditions
UTB Cross Country runner David Guillen 
placed 69th in the national meet Nov. 23.
Photo Courtesy utB athletiCs
coach.
The women were dethroned after 
winning the RRAC Tournament in 2011 
and 2012. The Ocelots fell 2-1 to the Our 
Lady of the Lake University Saints in 
the finals Nov. 9. The Ocelots were not 
selected to compete in the NAIA National 
championship.  However, their coach 
remained positive. 
“I think it was very productive,” UTB 
Women’s Soccer Interim Head Coach Juan 
de Dios Garcia said when asked about the 
season. “I think we have a good style of play 
that surprised many opponents.”
The Ocelots went 12-4 (5-1) this season 
with two of those losses coming from 
OLLU.
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--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
In the real world
Name: Jesus Villafranca 
Major:  Computer information systems technology
Classification: Senior
Hometown: Brownsville
Please tell me about your internship with Pronto Insurance last summer. “Well, 
my internship pretty much involves everything related to all the [computer] equipment there 
at the … main office here in Brownsville and all the Pronto Insurances throughout the [Rio 
Grande] Valley and the ones that we have in San Antonio. We [were] pretty much in charge 
of everything when it comes to computers, the network, the printers, the phones systems. So, 
pretty much if something goes down or something is not working properly, they call us and 
they expect us to fix it as soon as possible. ”
How did this internship come about? “The e-mail was sent by Dr. 
[Juan R.] Iglesias, [an associate professor and the] chairman for the 
computer information technologies program here at UTB, and he was just 
asking for résumés from current juniors and seniors that were interested 
in an internship. He didn’t specify. He was just being general about it. I 
submitted my internship [application]. Then, he gave me a follow-up. 
Then, I got in contact with Pronto Insurance and then I took it from there.” 
What did you do specifically? “At first, I was getting used to the way 
they run the whole program. The way they work, the way they fix the issues 
of all the clients and the co-workers. They knew that I was still in school, 
and I’m a senior. … So, as soon as I got there, they started working with 
me, trying to get me used to the whole work cycle, if you will. As soon as I 
graduate from college, it [will] make the transition easier for me.”
What was the purpose of the internship? “Initially, Dr. Iglesias just 
told me that Pronto Insurance came up to them, and that they wanted 
to start [an] internship program between Pronto Insurance and UTB. 
They just had that position available for anyone that was interested. Dr. 
Iglesias was OK with it and that’s why he submitted that e-mail asking for 
volunteers for their interview process.” 
How did this internship further your education? “Exponentially, I learned so much, 
something that I could not learn here in the classroom setting. And, everything that I can learn 
here when it comes to programming, web design, computer troubleshooting and network 
assistance, I can apply that in the real-world scenario. So, the gains are tremendous.”
What are your career goals? “My 
career goals are [to], hopefully, finish my 
bachelor’s degree by spring of next year, 
and then further my education [and] start 
going for the master’s and then stay with 
them [Pronto Insurance] because they have 
been an excellent opportunity for me.” 
What advice would you give 
to students who haven’t taken 
internships before? “My advice is to 
start looking for [internships]. I had my 
hopes down. I was looking for internships, 
but I wasn’t really sure I was going to 
get one because I had no previous job 
experience whatsoever, but they hired me 
just because of my qualifications, all the 
classes that I took [and] my grades. So, just 
go out there and look for it. … If you are a 
senior and you’re about to graduate, you 
need to get that experience way before you 
graduate; that way, you have that in your 
pocket along with your education.” 
Why is education important to you? “Education, it opened up these 
possibilities. I know for a fact I wouldn’t be able to get that job if I wasn’t 
currently a student or had no experience in computers. I think that this 
job was open for me because of my education. ”
Brenda Lopez /Collegian 
